The Power of our Tongues: James 3:1-12
Read James 3:1-12
1. James compares the tongue (the words we speak) to a bit and a rudder (vv. 3-4). Why do you think the tongue has such control over our lives? 
2. James also compares the tongue to a fire and to a world of evil (vv. 5-6). What do you think is the point of these two comparisons? In what ways can the tongue steer a person towards harm or towards good?
3. Verses 7-8 emphasize what a challenge it is to control the tongue. What makes this so difficult?

4. In what ways do you think the tongue can poison people and relationships?

5. In verses 9-12 James uses a series of analogies from nature (springs, trees, vines). How do they highlight the inconsistencies of the tongue? 
6. Taking into account Matthew 15:18-19 how is the tongue "tamed"?

Read James 3:2. God through James is not demanding perfection. “We all stumble in many ways.” But God is calling us to recognize our need for the Holy Spirit to bring change in our lives. 
7. What can you do to give more affirmation to those you come in contact with each day?  Who in particular might you need to affirm?
8. What damage has your tongue done recently?  What encouragement have you been able to give recently?
Respond in Prayer
· Split into pairs and encourage your partner by telling them how you have seen God present in their life.
· Ask God to help you be more self-controlled in the ways that you speak to others.
Take time to bring to God your needs and the needs of those in your Group. 
