
CORE STUDY #2
Consider It Pure Joy

Passage: James 1:1-18

Leader Preparation
Read through the book of James a few times, making note of key themes that you see emerging. Then read James 1:1-18 in at least three different translations. If you are able, print a few translations side-by-side (you can use www.biblegateway.com to do this) and use highlighters to mark repeating words, confusing words or phrases, or major themes. Jot down any questions you may have in the margins. Once you have completed your own thorough reading, you may want to refer to a good Bible commentary to find answers to your questions. These can be found in the Regent College library - if you aren't sure where to look please ask one of the UCM staff to show you. 

Study 

1. Who is someone in your life that you would describe as "joyful"? What, in your opinion, makes them a joyful person? 

Read James 1:1-18

2. Who is James writing to? 
	James is writing about 15 years after the resurrection to small groups of believers 		scattered around Jerusalem. The church was poor because many members were poor 		or unable to work, and there were many new converts who had to be hosted so that they 	could grow in their faith before returning home.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  New International Biblical Commentary: James] 


3. What is your reaction to James encouraging Christians to "consider it pure joy" (NIV) when they face trials of many kinds (verse 2)? Why should we consider it joy when life is tough?

4. What is "perseverance" (verse 4 and 12) and why is it important? If you can, describe a time in your life where perseverance has led to maturity.

5. How can trials in life reveal in us a need for God's wisdom (verse 5)? Why must a person "believe and not doubt" when they ask God for wisdom (verse 6)?

6. Why does James contrast rich and poor Christians (verses 9-11) in the context of trials and perseverance?

7. How does sin give birth to death (15)?

8. What does it mean for Christians to be "a kind of firstfruits" (verse 18)?
	Christians are called to be an example for the world of life with God. This is important 		foreshadowing for the rest of James, where one of the major themes is "faith in action."

9. How would you describe "joy" after reading this passage? 

