Keeping the Peace: James 3:13-4:12
Read James 3:13 - 4:12
1. In 3:13-18 James discusses earthly and heavenly wisdom.  What are the characteristics of each?
2. What does James say is the source of quarrels (4:1-2)?
3. As you look at 4:3, what might be examples of right and wrong motives for prayer?
4. What do you think it means to be humble and to submit to God (vv.6-7)?
5. Why does God through James instruct us to “grieve, morn and wail. Change your laughter to morning and your joy to gloom” (vs.9)? What might all of these have to do with humbling oneself (vs. 10)?

6. In what areas might you be an “enemy of God”? (see v.4 and consider your attitude toward material possessions, friends, work, and leisure time)? How could you change this?
7. What does James say is necessary for us to come to God in prayer? (4:3-10)?
8. What are often your motives for your prayers? How might you change how you pray so that you spend time praying for the needs of others?
9. In what situations could humility help you become a source of peace, rather than a source of unfair judgment of others? Explain.
Respond in Prayer
Take a few minutes to quietly humble yourself before God. Ask Him to help you become a peacemaker.

Leader’s Notes:

Historical context:

James, one of the first letter written in the New Testament, was likely originally writing to Jewish Christians (the twelve tribes) who had been scattered after persecution broke out against the church following the martyrdom of Stephen recorded in Acts.7 and 8 (note. Acts 8:1). These Christians were very likely experiencing additional persecution as men like Saul sought them out. In addition we read in James 2:6 that some rich people are exploiting these Christians, dragging them into court and slandering the name of Christ. James is writing to encourage Christians to persevere in the midst of their trials.  
Question 1
We know that heavenly wisdom is wisdom that comes from God while earthly wisdom comes from the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Do not confuse the world’s knowledge with the world’s wisdom. Certainly we have a lot of information in this world, but what we do with that information often is only self-serving. 

James talks about envy and selfish ambition.  With worldly wisdom we make decisions to compete with others or to best benefit ourselves.  Heavenly wisdom comes from a heart of humility and seeks to serve others first.
Question 3

Note that in verse 5 scholars are not certain what Scripture James has in mind. At creation (Gen. 2:7) God created us with a spirit which “he caused to live in us. “. But, after the Fall our spirit became a spirit that “envies intensely”. 

Question 6

Note that “love of the world” is used by John in 1 John 2:15-17 not referring to the world of people but to loving the sinful ways of the world which are controlled by Satan and are opposed to God. “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, ”

Question 8
In these passages James talks to us about wrong motives in our prayers.  This does not necessarily mean that every prayer that goes unanswered or the answer is “no” is due to our wrong motivations. But if we reflect on the prayers that we pray, who or what are we praying for?  Are we praying for God’s will to be done? Are we interceding for the lives of others? Or are we just focused on our own wants and needs?  
Group Discussion: Why do you think that people, even those who love each other, quarrel so much?





Personal Reflection: Have you gotten caught up in fighting recently? If that conflict continues to be a concern to you, talk to God about it.  Ask God to clear your mind of anger and distrust so that you can focus on his healing Word.











