Study 7 The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 7:1-12

Leader's Preparation:

Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to teach you His Word. Read the passage over several times, noting what you feel might be the main points of the passage. Using your UCM Leader’s Guide (pp. 22-23 or pp. 27-33), ask observation and interpretation questions of the passage. Give everyone a chance to share their thoughts and answers.

Introduction to the Passage:

Although this passage was originally written to the Jewish community in regards to interpersonal relationships, it can also be applied the Christian community. “We need a strong awareness, therefore, of God as our Father and of our fellow Christians as brothers and sisters through Christ. At the same time we can never forget our responsibility to those outside the family, whom we long to see brought in.” - John Stott (The sermon on the Mount, 1987)

Introductory Questions

Read Matthew 7:1-12.

1. Why are family relationships special?

2. What are some things we do to maintain good relationships with others?

Discussion Questions

1. Why are we often unfit to be judges (vv. 1-4)?

2. Does this mean we should not judge at all (read and compare with 1 Corinthians 6:1-6)?

3. How can we truly help a brother or sister when they have made mistakes (v.5)?

4. What encouragement does Jesus give to those who “ask..., seek... knock...” (vv. 7-8)?

5. Why can we be assured of these promises (vv.9-11)?

6. What is the “the Law and the Prophets” (v.12)?

Application:

1. In what way would remembering Jesus' encouragement and knowing the Father's generous heart change the way you pray?

2. Is there a relationship in your life that needs mending? How can this passage help restore that relationship?

Study 8 The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 7:13-20

Leader's Preparation:

Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to teach you His Word. Read the passage over several times, noting what you feel might be the main points of the passage. Using your UCM Leader’s Guide (pp. 22-23 or pp. 27-33), ask observation and interpretation questions of the passage. Give everyone a chance to share their thoughts and answers.

Introduction to the Passage:

The advise or teachings that we receive affects our decisions, and the decisions that we make affects the outcome of our lives. Echoing Deuteronomy 30:19, “This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live” (NIV), Jesus, once again, reminds us of the importance of making the right choice that leads to life, and warns against following false prophets or false teachings that leads to death. “Jesus' warning 'Watch out for false prophets' (7:15) is addressed to us all. If the church had heeded his warning and applied the tests in this passage, it would not be in the perilous state of theological and moral confusion in which it finds itself today.”

 - John Stott (The sermon on the Mount, 1987)

Introductory Questions

Read Matthew 7:13-20.

1. What causes people to follow popular leaders or celebrities?

2. What are some popular teachings people hold on to that does not lead to eternal life? Why do they hold on to them?

Discussion Questions (taken from John Stott's The Sermon On the Mount)

1. How are the two gates different (vv. 13-14)? Consider Deuteronomy 30:19 that was mentioned earlier.

2. In what sense is the gate to Life small and the road narrow?

3. Why do you think many people dislike the notion that there is only one true gate, road and destination?

4. Why is it significant that Jesus' warning about false prophets (vv.15-20) comes immediately after his discussion of the narrow and wide gates?

5. Jesus says that false prophets “come to you in sheep's clothing” (v.15)? What disguises might they wear today (see vv. 21-23)? (Not their names, but their teachings).

6. In what sense are these false prophets like ferocious wolves?

7. Jesus also says, “By their fruit you will recognize them” (v.16). What kind of fruit does he have in mind?

Application:

Some are clearly true prophets, but others are not so, how can we differentiate true prophets from false ones (v.16)?

Study 9 The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 7:21-29

Leader's Preparation:

Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to teach you His Word. Read the passage over several times, noting what you feel might be the main points of the passage. Using your UCM Leader’s Guide (pp. 22-23 or pp. 27-33), ask observation and interpretation questions of the passage. Give everyone a chance to share their thoughts and answers.

Introduction to the Passage:

“We have been confronted with two treasures, two masters, two ambitions, two gates and two roads. Now the moment of decision has come. Will we follow the crowd or follow our Father in heaven? Will we be swayed by the winds of public opinion or be ruled by God's Word, the revelation of his character and will? In this final passage, as throughout the Sermon, Jesus' overriding purpose is to present us with the inescapable necessity of choice.” - John Stott (The sermon on the Mount, 1987).  In this passage, Jesus reveals what we must do to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Introductory Questions

Read Matthew 7:21-29.

1. What is “the will of My Father in heaven” (v. 21), which we must do to enter the kingdom of heaven? (Look at John 1:12, John 5:24, John 6:29, 40).

2. According to John 6:27-29, what is the work of God which one must do to have eternal life? 

Discussion Questions

1. Why does Jesus condemn the statements and actions of the people, in vv. 21-23, even though they seemed admirable or good?

2. Why did Jesus say to them “I never knew you” (v.23)?

3. Describe the similarities and differences between the two houses (v. 24-27).

4. What did the storm reveal that was previously unseen? 

5. Give examples of “storms” that people can face in life. What can the storms that we face reveal about us?

6. Why do you think the people were astonished at Jesus' teaching (v.28)?

7. How did Jesus reveal His authority in the Sermon on the Mount?

Application:

1. What speaks to you the most from Jesus' Sermon on the Mount?

2. What do you find encouraging from this Sermon?

3. What do you find challenging about this Sermon? Why? How can UCM as a Christian community and family help you?
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