“The Greatest Sermon Ever Preached “– The Sermon on the Mount
Study 1 (week of Sept. 15th)
Leader’s Preparation

Purpose of this First meeting: To introduce Core members to one another and to what Core will look like for the rest of the Term. 
You will need:

- to contact everyone in advance and be sure they all know how to get to the 
   venue.

- Food and ‘Ice Breakers’ to facilitate people getting to know each other


- collect everyone’s contact information if you don’t already have it before they 


  leave at the end of the meeting. 

This is the first Core of the Term. Be sure you take time to get to know the people in your Core. There are a number of Ice Breakers you can use to do this (take a look at Appendix 7 “Ice Breakers” in the UCM Leader’s Guide). 
Refer to your Summit Leader’s Guide:

· pp. 14-15 “Preparing For Your Core Meeting” 
· Appendix 5 “The First Meeting” and 
· “A Checklist for Your First Group”. 
These will give you a good outline of what your first Core could look like and how to prepare for it. 
Once you have had time to get to know one another, discuss the purpose of Core and invite students to share their past experiences in small groups. Then use the following short devotion/discussion. This Term UCM Cores will be going through one of the best known parts of the Bible, the Sermon on the Mount. This devotion/discussion is meant to ‘wet people’s appetite’ for the rest of the term as we meet for Core.

Short Devotion - Discussion
This term we will be going through the greatest sermon ever preached – The Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon on the Mount is one of the best known teachings of Jesus. But it is also often the least understood and some would suggest the least obeyed. In this Sermon Jesus teaches his disciples what he wanted them to BE and TO DO. 
Read Matthew 5:1-12 (This first week you as the Core leader or co-leader read the passage out loud).

1. What types of people do we normally consider blessed or fortunate?
2. How does the teaching Jesus gives in this passage compare with what Society & western culture teach? 
3. Why do you think there is such a difference?

4. What does it mean to be “poor in spirit”? Why would this be so important in order for someone to receive the Kingdom of heaven?
(leader’s note: to be poor in spirit is to acknowledge our own spiritual poverty, and our deep need for relationship with God made possible through Jesus Christ.)
For the rest of this Term in Core we will explore and discuss The Sermon on the Mount.  Come to Core with your questions. These words of Jesus may change the way you think and live.  They will certainly challenge us at times. Come with a desire to experience God this term.
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