Study 4 The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:38-48

Leader’s Preparation

To prepare to lead this study read the passages over a number of times, noting what you feel might be some of the main points. Using your UCM Leader’s Guide (pp. 22-23 or pp. 27-33), ask observation and interpretation questions of the passages. 

As you prepare for you this topic, reflect on this passage from Romans 5:10-11:

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

Pray for the grace to love others as Christ loved us.

Introduction Question:

Read Matthew 5:38-48.

The passage brings us to the highest point of the Sermon on The Mount. Christ's words here are both most admired and most resented. He calls us to love and “evil person” (v. 39) and our “enemies” (v. 44). Nowhere is the challenge of the Sermon greater. Nowhere is the distinctness of the Christian counter-culture more obvious. Nowhere is our need of the power of the Holy Spirit (whose first fruit is love) more compelling. (John Stott)

1. A friend keeps borrowing things from you but either fails to return them to you or returns them damaged. Confrontation has done no good. Do you (a) make the friend pay for anything lost or damaged, (b) refuse to loan anything else to your friend or (c) continue to loan anything he or she asks for? Explain.

Discussion Questions:

1. Read Matthew 5:38-48. Jesus' quotation of “eye for an eye, and tooth for tooth” or, the “law of retaliation”
 comes from Exodus 21:24. How would this instruction clarify the meaning of justice? How would it also limit the extent of revenge?

3. The Pharisees extended this principle from the law courts (where it belonged) to the realm of personal relationships (where it did not belong). What consequences might have resulted?

4. Looking at verses 39-42, how would you contrast our natural responses in such situations with the responses Jesus expects of us? What does it mean for you to go an extra mile?

5. What is accomplished by turning the cheek or going another mile? In what situations might Christ's command apply today?

6. According to Jesus, how are we to treat our enemies and why (vv. 44-45)?

7. In what ways is Jesus's command extraordinary? (vv. 46-48)?

8. Does all this mean that Christians are doormats for the world to walk on? Explain?

9. How was Jesus himself an example of the principles “Do not resist an evil person” and “Love your enemies”?

Application:

1. How might you reflect your Father's character when you are mistreated? (v. 48)

Important Notes:

From the ESV Study Bible: “If anyone strikes you on the right cheek...” (v. 39) One should not return an insulting slap, which would lead to escalating violence. In the case of a more serious assault, Jesus' words should not be taken to prohibit self-defence (see Luke 12:11; 22:36-38; Acts 22:1; 24:10) or fleeing from evil (see Sam. 19:10; Luke 4:29-30; John 8:59; 10:39; 2 Cor. 11:32-33), for often a failure to resist a violent attack leads to even more serious abuse. Acting in love towards an attacker (Matt. 5:44; 22:39) will often include taking steps to prevent him from attempting further attacks. Jesus' teaching must be applied with wisdom in the light of related Scriptures that address similar situations.

�	This law of retaliation (Latin lex talionis) was God's means of maintaining justice and purging evil from among his people (see Deut. 19:20-21). It was intended to prevent inappropriate punishment (the punishment should fit the crime) and was imposed by civil authorities rather than individuals. (ESV Study Guide)





