Matthew 6: 1-18
(Most of the questions from this bible study have been copied or adapted from John Stott’s Life Guide Bible Study for the “Sermon on the Mount”)

John Stott writes:
	Not conforming to the world is a familiar New Testament concept. But it is 	not so well known that Jesus also called us not to conform to the religious 	establishment. He saw (and foresaw) the worldliness of the nominal church 	and commanded the Christian community to be truly distinct from it in our 	life and practice. In this passage Jesus shifts his focus from our moral 	righteousness to our “religious” righteousness.

Intro:

1. Why do you think ministers and religious people are often portrayed so negatively in movies and on television?
2. In verse 1, Jesus commands us not to “do [our] acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by them.” Why does Jesus say this? Is this statement a contradiction of his statement in Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good deeds.” Is there a contradiction here? Explain.

Discussion Questions:

3. What does Jesus mean when he says, “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” (v.3)? Why is this important? (vv. 2, 4)
4. What was wrong with the way hypocrites prayed in Jesus’ day (v.5)? Why and how are we to pray differently? (vv.7)
5. In verse 16 Jesus assumes Christians will fast (although few of us do…). Why and how should we fast (vv. 16-18)? What’s the point of fasting?
6. The Lord’s prayer (vv. 9-13) is something as Christians that we often hear in Church. But do we actually know what it means? What does Jesus mean when he prays to the Father, “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”? What does God’s kingdom look like?

Application Questions:

1. How does the prayer that Jesus modeled in the Lord’s Prayer influence your practice and understanding of prayer?
2. In what other areas are you tempted to seek the approval of people rather than God?

Leaders’ Note: What’s the point of fasting? When prayerfully fasting, one seeks to gain deeper awareness of God. Fasting is particularly helpful in times of discernment, times of transition, and times of interceding.



Matthew 6:19-34
(Most of the questions from this bible study have been adapted from John Stott’s Life Guide Bible Study for the “Sermon on the Mount”)


“Everyone is ambitious to be or to do something. Childhood ambitions tend to follow certain stereotypes—to be an athlete, astronaut or movie star. Adults have their own narrow stereotypes too—to be wealthy, famous or powerful. But what should our Christian ambition be? In this passage Jesus helps us to choose well. He points out the folly of the wrong way and the wisdom of the right. Then he invites us to compare them and decide for ourselves.” –John Stott

Intro:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. What do people in our culture place their value and identity in today? (i.e. Is it what they have? What kind of job they have? What people say about them?) How does Jesus’ teaching here challenge the values of our culture today? 

Discussion:

2. What does Jesus mean when he says “Where your treasure is there your heart will be also?”

3. Practically speaking, how can we store up treasure in heaven?

4. How are physical and spiritual sight (or blindness) similar (vv. 22-23)?

5. Why does Jesus say that it is impossible to serve two masters—God and money? (v.24)

6. It is natural for many of us to worry, but according to Jesus, why are we foolish to worry about our physical and material needs? (vv. 25-30).

7. How should our ambitions be different from those of the world? (vv. 31-34)

Application:

1. How has this passage challenged you to re-examine your goals and ambitions as a student? 
2. Sometime before he was executed on a missions trip in Ecuador, the missionary, Jim Elliot wrote in his journal, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” Is there something you have given up in order to follow Christ? These words resonate in a powerful way with Jesus’ teaching on earthly and heavenly treasures. They are also powerful words because they came from a man who “literally” gave his life to share the Gospel to a people who hadn’t heard about Jesus. May you be challenged and encouraged in your faith as you reflect on Jesus’ teaching and Elliot’s reflection.
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