“The Greatest Sermon Ever Preached” – The Sermon on the Mount
Study 2 
Matthew 5:1-16
Leader’s Preparation

To prepare to lead this study read the passage over before Core several times, noting what you feel might be the main points of the passage. Using your UCM Leader’s Guide (pp. 22-23 or pp. 27-33), ask observation and interpretation questions of the passage. 
Background to the Passage:

The author of this gospel was Matthew, one of the 12 apostles. Matthew was a Jew who before following Jesus worked as a tax collector (Matthew 9:9-13). Most scholars agree that Mathew wrote this gospel primarily to fellow Jews living in Palestine at about 50 – 70 A.D.. The Jewish terminology used throughout the gospel points to the likelihood that Matthew wrote primarily to Jews who understood Jewish terminologies and ideas.  God inspired Mathew to write with the main purpose of proving to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. 
In the passage we are about to read Jesus has been traveling throughout Galilee healing the sick and preaching the good news of the kingdom (Matthew 4:23). Large crowds are gathering to hear his teaching (4:25). Jesus then gathers his disciples around him on a mountainside and teaches them how to live as a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven.

John Stott suggests that the key text of the Sermon on the Mount is Matthew 6:8 “Do not be like them.” He suggests it reflects what God said to the people of Israel in Leviticus 18:3, “You must not do as they do.” It is a call to be different. To live life differently than others. This theme goes right through the Sermon on the Mount. A Christian’s character (the beatitudes) was to be completely distinct from that admired by the world. Jesus’ disciples are to shine like lights in a dark world. Their righteousness is to exceed that of the scribes and the Pharisees, both by their behaviour and their devotion to God. The contrast between Christian and non-Christian standards is made throughout the Sermon on the Mount.  In the Sermon on the Mount a Christian’s value system, ethical standard, religious devotion, attitude to money, ambition, lifestyle and network of relationships are at variance with those of the non-Christian world (John Stott). Life in the Kingdom of heaven (or Kingdom of God) is to be lived out now here on earth.

In Matthew 5:3 Jesus begins his teaching with the words, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”. Again in verse 10 Jesus uses this term, “the kingdom of heaven.”

To understand large portions of the New Testament, including Jesus’ message and teaching, one must understand this Jewish idea of “The Kingdom of God/Heaven”.  This concept is the “key” to understanding much of the New Testament. Throughout the Old Testament God had promised that one day He would come and live amongst His people. With His coming (The Day of the Lord) a new Age would begin. That Age would be characterized by a:

1. Time of Judgment of all wrong and those who do evil, but a
2. Time of Salvation for all who turn away from evil and turn to God
3. Time of Reconciliation between God and His Creation
4. Time of a New Covenant

5. Time of the Spirit who would anoint all who acknowledge God
6. Time of Justice when the poor, the widow, the marginalized would be cared for
7. Time of the Messiah

8. Time of Peace

The Sermon on the Mount presents life in the Kingdom of Heaven as it is to be lived now and in the future. It presents us with what Christians should BE and DO as citizens of this Kingdom, bringing positive influence and change to our world. We will further explore this concept in the UCM Christian Foundations Class.
You are free to choose from the following questions. We do suggest you use one or both of the INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS to help “warm up” the members of your Core to the rest of the questions in this Study. 
INTRODUCTORY QUESTION
Last week we briefly looked at verses 1-12. We discovered that Jesus invites people to follow him by living life by a different set of standards. 
Read Matthew 5:1-16.
Why might much of what is said in the beatitudes have such universal appeal to people? 
In what ways have Christians (in the past and now) had a positive influence on society?
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think Jesus began this important teaching with the words,  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”? 

2. Why would those who mourn be blessed? 

3. What does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness? What is righteousness?

4. Why would the world hate the kind of people described in the beatitudes (vs. 11)?

5. Matthew 5:14-16 is our UCM theme passage this year. You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your father in heaven.

a. Jesus teaches using a parable in verses 13-16. Why do you think Jesus chose to use images like salt and light? What does salt and light do?

b. Why might we be tempted to hide our light or become less salty?

6. How might this understanding of the term ‘kingdom of heaven’ (see explanation above) help you understand this passage? Do you think it is possible to genuinely live the beatitudes we have just read as a student here at UBC? Why or why not? 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
7. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was killed by the Nazis because of his faith, wrote, “With every beatitude the gulf is widened between the disciples and the people.” How have the beatitudes challenged you to be different?
8. How might we be salt and light on the UBC campus? As individuals? As a Core? As a UCM community?
1

